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SUBJECT: AFGHAN-PAK RELATIONS 

SUMMARY: DEPFONMIN ABDULLAH JULY 14 READ ME OFFICIAL GOA STATEMENT 
ACCUSING BHUTTO OF ATTEMPTING TO START A CONFRONTATION WITH 
AFGHANISTAN. ABDULLAH SAID THAT GOP'S ACTIONS COULD CAUSE THE 
GOA TO TAKE SOME OF THE MEASURES THE GOP HAS ACCUSED IT OF HAVING 
ALREADY TAKEN. THIS WAR OF WORDS IS, IN OUR VIEW, UNLIKELY 
TO BE ESCALATED INTO ACTIONS BY THE AFGHANS UNLESS THEY ARE 
FURTHER PROVOKED. END SUMMARY. 

1. EVENING JULY 1 1 DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER ABDULLAH SUMMONED 
ME TO HIS OFFICE AND READ FROM NOTES WHAT HE SAID WAS A OFFICIAL 
GOA STATEMENT. HE SAID THAT IN THE VIEW OF THE GOA BHUTTO IS A 
QUOTE MALICIOUS PREVARICATOR UNQUOTE WHO IS TRYING TO PROVOKE 
AFGHANISTAN AND START A REAL CONFRONTATION. HE ADDED, REFERRING 
TO COUP ATTEMPTS AGAINST THE DAOUD REGIME, THAT PAKISTAN HAS 
BEEN PROVACATIVE SINCE DAOUD RESUMED POWER LAST YEAR. IN 
RECENT DAYS, HE SAID, BHUTTO HAS BEEN MAKING FALSE CHARGES 
SUCH AS STATING THAT THE AFGHANS ARE DEPLOYING TROOPS IN THE 
BORDER AREAS, CALLING UP RESERVES AND REINFORCING BORDER 
FORTIFICATIONS. AS I MUST KNOW, ABDULLAH SAID, THESE CHARGES ARE 
RIDICULOUS: THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT AND ARMED FORCES ARE PRE- 
OCCUPIED WITH THE JULY 17 REPUBLIC DAY CELEBRATIONS, NO RESERVES 
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HAVE BEEN CALLED UP AND THERE ARE NO FORTIFICATIONS ON THE 
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BORDER THAT COULD BE REINFORCED. ACTUALLY, SAID ABDULLAH, 
PAKISTANI DEPLOYMENTS IN QUOTE PUSHTUNISTAN UNQUOTE AND 
BALUCHISTAN AND REPRESSIVE ACCTIONS AGAINST THE PUSHTUNS AND 
BALUCHIS MIGHT WELL CAUSE THE GOA TO TAKE THOSE STEPS WHICH 
BHUTTO HAS ALREADY FALSELY ACCUSED IT OF TAKING. 

2. FOLLOWING HIS OFFICIAL PRESENTATION, I ASKED ABDULLAH WHAT 
HE THINKS ARE BHUTTO'S MOTIVES IN MAKING PUBLIC CHARGES AGAINST 
AFGHANISTAN. ABDULLAH SAID THAT BHUTTO IS CLEARLY TRYING TO 
DIVERT HIS OWN PEOPLE FROM INTERNAL PROBLEMS. ABDULLAH'S 
DEPUTY, SAMAD GHAUS, WHO WAS PRESENT, CHIMED IN THAT BHUTTO 

IS HAVING MAJOR PROBLEMS IN THE PUNJAB AS WELL AS IN THE NWFP 
AND BALUCHISTAN. 

3. ABDULLAH CONCLUDED HIS PRESENTATION TO ME BY SAYING THAT 
AFGHANISTAN'S POLICY IS OPPOSED TO THE DISINTEGRATION OF PAKISTAN 
AND THAT AFGHANISTAN HAS TOO GREAT A NEED FOR DEVOTING ITS 
RESOURCES TO ITS OWN DEVELOPMENT TO WANT A CONFRONTATION WITH 
PAKISTAN. AN OFFICIAL STATEMENT BY THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
SPOKESMAN ON JULY 14 (FULL TEXT SEPTEL) REPEATED THESE THEMES, 
CONCLUDING THAT AFGHANISTAN QUOTE WILL CONTINUE ITS EFFORTS FOR 
FINDING A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THIS ONLY POLITICAL DIFFERENCE 
WITH PAKISTAN UNQUOTE. 

4. PRIOR TO SEEING ME, ABDULLAH HAD CALLED IN ALL MOSLEM 
CHIEFS OF MISSION IN KABUL, EXCEPT OF COURSE THE PAKISTANI. 

IN ADDITION TO POINTS MADE TO ME, HE INVITED THEM TO SEE THE 
BORDER AREAS FOR THEMSELVES, WHICH THEY DECLINED TO DO. 

EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR TOLD ME THAT ABDULLAH, RECOGNIZING THAT 
MOST MOSLEM COUNTRIES ARE BETTER DISPOSED TO PAKISTAN THAN TO 
AFGHANISTAN, WAS QUITE MODERATE IN HIS LANGUAGE ABOUT BHUTTO. 
AS FAR AS I KNOW , I WAS THE ONLY WESTERN AMBASSADOR TO BE 
SUMMONED, ALTHOUGH I ASSUME THE SOVIETS ARE BEING KEPT INFORMED 
AND THE INDIAN HAS BEEN CALLED IN ON THE MORNING OF JULY 15. 

5. COMMENT: UNLESS THE PAKISTANIS THROUGH DEEDS OR WORDS 
FURTHER AND GREATLY PROVOKE THE GOA, THE AFGHAN RESPONSE IS 
LIKELY TO REMAIN VERBAL. WE HAVE SEEN NOTHING SINCE KABUL 4338 
TO CHANGE OUR ASSESSMENT THAT BHUTTO'S ACCUSATIONS ABOUT 
AFGHAN MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS ARE UNFOUNDED (IN FACT POLCOUNS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 KABUL 04410 151408Z 

RETURNED JULY 14 FROM 4-DAY TRIP IN THE KUNAR VALLEY 
-INCLUDING NURISTAN- NORTH OF JALALABAD, ONE OF THE MOST 
SENSITIVE BORDER AREAS, AND SAW NOTHING UNUSUAL). BUT 
TENSIONS IN AREA HAVE BREN 

GREATLY INCREASED AS A RESULT OF BHUTTO’S RECENT STATEMENTS, 

AND OUR PERCEPTION IS IT WOULD NOT TAKE MUCH OF AN INCIDENT 
TO CAUSE REAL TROUBLE. 

ELIOT 
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